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III* Ah Account of the Lumen Boreale, asfeen at 
fever aI Times. By the Rev, Dr. Lang with, 
Rector of Petworth in SufTex, Communicated 
in a Letter to the Same. 

S I R, 

I AM very glad to find that the Accounts of the laft 
Meteor are of fo near an Agreement; for I perceive 
there is little difference but what may be owing ro the 
time and place of Obfervation. We have had the fame 
fort of Lights here feveral times fince my laft j parti- 
cularly, 

Jam 4. A Luminous Arch which extended it felf 
from N. E. to Weft. The Streams all mov'd 
Weftward. WindN. W. Merc.x^i. 

Jan. S' We had fomething of the fame Nature, 
but hardly enough for Obfervation ; and yet, this 
very Night the Appearances were more remarkable 
in fome parts of the Kingdom than thofe of Oftoler 
the eighth. This I was inform'd of by a Perfon of 
Quality in Lancafhire, who was pleas'dalfo to fend me 
the enclosed Defcription and Draught, communica- 
ted to him by a curious Obferver at Liverpool. 

March %d. Between 7 and 8, there was an Arch 
upon a black Balis as before, extending it felf from 
N. E. to W. It's height variable, Pyramidal Streams 
of Greenilh Light moving Weftward. About a quar- 
ter paft 8, there (hot up from the Weft a Stream of 
pale Flame-colour about 6 or 7 Degrees broad : It 
pafs'd over the Pleiades, and croffing the Meridian a- 
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bout 1 9 Degrees to the North of our 'Zenith, defcended 
as low as the Tail of l/rfa Major which it left a little 
to the South. It conttnu'd thus for fome Minutes 
and then gradually vanilh'd. Wind North, Merc- about 

3°- 

March ^d. The Appearances this Night were fo ex- 
traordinary, that they wou'd require a long deicrip- 
tion : But I fliall chiefly take Notice of fuch particulars 
as differ'd from thofe of Oftober 8. 

i * That inftead of one Luminous Arch- in the North, 
here were two and fometimes three one above ano- 
ther. They were diftin<3: enough from each other in 
their upper parts, but blended together towards the 
Horizon* which they generally cut about tf. B. and N. 
W. but fometimes varied confiderably from thefe 
Points. 

The fame Obfervation may be apply'd to the 
heists, for they were alfo variable $ and in parti- 
cular, the inner edge of the lowermoft Arch was at 
fometimes about 6 Degrees above the Horizon ,at others, 
confiderably more or lefs. 

I fuppofe this extroardinary Appearance was owing 
to feveral diftinft Collections of Luminous Vapours, 
which were either at different heights from the Earth, 
or different diftances from the Eye. 

%dly> Several of the more permanent Streams were 
bent, at times, into irregular Arches of different Cur- 
vatures and Pofitions. 

Some of them held pretty near the fame Jhape 
till they vanifh'd, others went off" moft com- 
monly in Tangents to fome part of the former Curves. 
3*//K> The Flaftiing Streams from the Eafl fometimes 
met with thofe from the Weft^ and fo form'd continu'd 
Arches, of a pale colour, which quickly broke and va- 
nifh'd No colouring foliow'd upon the mixture of thefe 
Streams. tfkly, 
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4^/y, The Streams of this kind mov'dmofdy South- 
ward, hut not to any certain Point; for they were in- 
clin'd to the Horizon at aii Degrees between 5% or lefs, 
and 90. There was fometimes fuch a ftrange irre- 
gularity in their Motions as can hardly be deicrib'dj 
for the Places from whence the Flafhings. were directed 
feem'd to vary every Moment, 

As to the more fteady Pyramidal Streams, they 
generally mov'd Weft ward; and tho' fome of them, at 
times, feem'd to (land dill, or even move backward j yet 
I am apt to believe, this irregularity was only Apparent. 

$thly, A little after the beginning of this Meteor 
there was a faint ruddinefs in the Sky towards tf. E. 
and N. W-, but when it was in its greatefl perfection, 
towards it o'clock, I faw none of the Prifmatkk 
Colours, tho' the Air was then full as light as I 
have ever known it upon thefe Occasions. This 
helps to confirm me in the Opinion that the Prifma- 
tick Colours in thefe Meteors were owing to the Sun. 

Thefe Appearances began early in the Evening, and 
held, as I am inform'd, for a good part of the Night. 
Wind N. Wefterly, Merc, above 30, 

I am told that thefe Meteors are much more com- 
mon in the Worth of England than here, and that they 
go by the Name of Streamers^ Merry Dancers or Petty 
Dancers. They alfo pretend to foretel the Weather 
by them, and fay, that when the Streamers are green, 
they betoken Wet Stormy Weather ; but when they are 
yellow, it will be Clear and Dry. 

P. S. I don't know whether it is worth while to ac- 
quaint you, that Ariflotle has given an imperfeil 
Account of fome of thefe Meteors. 

I am, &c. 

Mar/Ciiiij. B. Langwith* 
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